Amateur Drama Competition
Purpose

· To develop dramatic skills

· To develop creativity in production, stage setting, stage management
· To introduce members to the world of theatre

Team size

There is no limit to team size
Eligibility

· Team members must be 17 years of age or over and under 35 years on November 1st 2007.
· Previous national winners of the competition are ineligible to compete for two (2) years

· Previous county winners/reps. are eligible to compete
· Persons under 17 years of age are allowed to play children’s roles where specified by the author only. Such persons are not required to be affiliated members of Macra na Feirme

· Paid actors, full or part-time, are not eligible to compete

· Two teams per county can go forward to regional finals (four teams from Cork)

Format

· Plain drapes, which will be provided by the hosting branch, may be used by the competing teams

· All stage furniture must be free standing, i.e. tables, chairs, windows, doors, fireplaces, cooker
· Each branch must have its own producer and stage manager and be responsible for its play
· All branches must supply their own costumes, furniture and other props

· Only the members of the cast on stage together with their producer, stage manager and other helpers will be allowed in the wings, before, during and after each performance, with the exception of the Presiding Officer and/or his assistants

· Teams are not allowed to bring props of any kind on the stage or wings before the specified time allocated for them

· Teams will be restricted to a maximum of five backstage helpers on the night

Time

· Fifty-five (55) minutes will be allowed for each team’s performance, that is, from opening to closing of curtains

· Ten (10) minutes will be allowed for preparation of the stage, plus two (2) minutes for composure, on the stage
· Five (5) minutes will be allowed for the clearing of the stage

· Teams failing to comply with the above time limits will be penalised at the rate of one (1) mark per minute or part thereof

Judges

The national semi finals and final will be judged by one judge from the Drama League of Ireland

Plays

The competition is for one-act plays only. A one-act from a two-act or three-act is not acceptable. A branch cannot produce the same play for consecutive years. Teams can write to the following addresses to obtain copies of one-act plays:

· New Playwrights Network, 35 Sandringham Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 1QB

     Tel: 0044 0625 25312
· Mrs Mooney, 282 Swords Road, Dublin 9

     Tel: 01 8427982

· The Society of Irish Playwrights, 19 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8721302 (A full list of plays written after 1950 is available. Please send s.a.e)
· National Association for Youth Drama

     Email: info@nayd.ie
Macra’s trilogy of booklets, Intermission Impossible 1 & 11 and Intermission Complete are available from National Office. These contain a total of nine one-act plays suitable for the drama competition

If necessary, teams should inform the Presiding Officer if the content of their drama could cause offence of the audience (bad language, etc) so that an announcement can be made. Competitors are requested to submit a copy of the play they are performing to National Office at the closing date for entries.

Permission

Written permission from the author to produce the play must be presented to the Presiding Officer on the night of the performance. Permission must be produced each time the play is performed. Failure to do so will mean disqualification. Branches must pay all copyright and production rights of the plays performed. The county executive or national executive will not be responsible for any legal proceedings issued against any branch. 
Note: Teams are advised to obtain written permission, licence, etc. well in advance of the competition

Marking System

Production = 15

Direction   = 30

Acting
   = 45


Innovation = 10

Prizes are awarded to Best Actor, Best Actress and Best Producer at national rounds. A special ‘Adjudicators Prize’ will also be awarded at the national rounds

