Dairy Stockjudging Competition
Purpose

· The purpose is to help young farmers to become skilled at assessing livestock, thus preparing them for the actual job of buying and selling farm animals
· It encourages decision making

· Stockjudging broadens the young farmers’ knowledge of new developments in stock-breeding, husbandry and disease control
· The same rules apply to both the Senior and U-23 competitions, however, different Academic Tests will be used for Senior and U-23 competitors in both competitions

Team size

Each county can have one representative in each of the Senior and U-23 of the Dairy Stockjudging Competition
Eligibility

1. All competitors in the Senior Section must be 17 years of age or over and under 35 years on November 1st 2007

2. All competitors in the Under 23 section must be 17 years of age or over and under 23 years on November 1st 2007
3. All county winners are ineligible to participate in the same section for one year after winning
Format 
The Dairy Stockjudging competition consists of the following tasks:

a) An academic test
b) One ring of six Friesian cows
c) One ring of six Friesian heifers
d) Oral reasons on Friesian cows
Organisers will supply all animals and judging cards

Competitors are required to complete the following;

a) Academic test, complete a paper on Dairy Husbandry (a calculator will be allowed). Time allowed twenty (20) minutes
b) Friesian cows, place in order of merit six milch cows. Time allowed fifteen (15) minutes
c) Friesian heifers, place in order of merit six maiden heifers. Time allowed fifteen (15) minutes
d) Reasons, give reasons to judges on placing of milch cows (competitors may keep notes for this section on paper provided only) Time allowed two (2) minutes
Depending whether this competition is held on a farm or at a show grounds, where animals are trained they should be led. Otherwise they should be penned. The cows that are led should be viewed in motion and static. When the animals enter the ring, they will first be moved around for three minutes (one and a half minutes in each direction) so that competitors can view them in motion from both sides. The animals will then be lined up head-to-tail and the competitors will observe them from a distance of at least ten feet for at least three minutes. During this period no handling will be allowed
The animals will then be drawn up parallel to one another for five minutes, the competitors will be notified four minutes before the time is up and these four minutes will be allowed for observation at a distance. During the last four minutes, competitors must mark their cards giving their placing of the six animals. A total of fifteen minutes will be allowed to competitors to observe and handle each ring of animals in the arena and to record their placings. At the end of that time the placing cards will be collected by the steward and handed to the scorekeeper

Competitors must not communicate with any persons during all sections of this competition

Failure to comply with this rule will result in disqualification

Note: Mobile phones are not permitted while competing in this competition. If a competitor is found to have a mobile phone on their person while competition is in progress then the team will be disqualified
Results

The winner in each section will be the competitor with the highest total score. In the event of a tie the result in the academic section will decide

Marking System

Academic Test



= 50
Friesian Cows



= 50
Friesian Heifers



= 50
Reasons




= 50
Prizewinners’ Trip

The winner of the national final in both the Senior and U-23 competition will win a place on the National Prizewinners’ trip taking place in the Autumn. This prize will be awarded on a use or lose basis

