National Farm Skills Competition
Purpose

· To help young farmers develop the skills required in modern farming

· To create greater awareness of farm safety
Team size – Three (3) members
Eligibility

1. All team members must be 17 years of age or over and under 35 years on November 1st 2007

2. Only one member of the previous year’s county winning/representative team is eligible to complete
Format 
At inter-county rounds the following will apply:
· Tractor Team Work (Task 1)

· Farming knowledge-written team quiz (Task 2)

· Driving posts for fencing (Task 3)

· Stock Proof Fencing/Gate Hanging (Task 4)

Note: Mobile phones are not permitted while competing in this competition. If a competitor is found to have a mobile phone on their person while competition is in progress then the team will be disqualified
Task 1. Tractor Teamwork
Team member A using tractor 2 takes two round bales from X and places them at Y on two pallets using a bale handler on the rear. Team member B using tractor 1 reverses the roller through the course to X and unhooks if from the tractor. Team member B them takes one pallet and bale from Y and places it on a raised platform at Z
Team member B then places the tractor in the parked position and team member C places the remaining bale and pallet on the remaining platform. C then places the tractor in the parked position

Meanwhile, team member A has removed the bale handler and attached tractor 2 to the roller. Team member A then drives through the course and places the tractor in parked position. Team member A with tractor 1 then removes both pallets and bales from Z to Y. The bales are then removed from the pallets manually

During this time, team member C has reversed the roller through the course to X where it is unhooked and the bale handler put back on to tractor 2

The team then returns all bales to their original position at X. Team member B using tractor 1 finally hooks to the roller and all tractors and machines are returned to their original positions

Task 2. Farm knowledge – written team quiz

Competitors will be required to answer 30 questions. Each team will sit together and answer on one answer sheet. This will happen for both the national semi-final and final. Questions will be evenly divided among the following subjects – farm management, farm safety, crop management, machinery management, animal husbandry, general farm issues. Teams will have 30 minutes to complete this task

Task 3. Driving Fencing Posts

Teams will be required to drive 2 strainer posts which will be used later to erect the stack proof fence. The posts will be driven using a tractor mounted post driver that will be supplied on the day. The marks for this task will focus primarily on safety. Teams will undertake the task in rotation. The task will be observed by a safety official who may instruct the team to stop the task if it is not being completed in a safe manner. In such cases teams will receive no marks for the task. Teams will have 15 minutes to complete this task. There will no time bonus for this task
Task 4. Stock Proof Fencing/Gate Hanging

Teams are required to manually erect a 10m Stock Proof Fence using the posts driven earlier consisting of a timber strainer at each end and five strands of high tensile wire. Teams must use five insulating eggs at one end insulated without using situ tightning devices. Each strand of wire must be cut and joined using only the wire itself. These cannot be prepared in advance. Teams are to use their own specifications and design. Teams must hang a 3.65m gate from one end of the fence and also erect a closing post. Teams have 40 minutes to complete this task. Teams must supply their own tools and equipment, (stakes, wire, gate hanger, etc.). The organising county/region will supply the 3.65m gates, gate spud approx. 32mm in diameter
Time Bonus – Teams will be given 40 marks at the beginning of task 4 and will lose 1 mark per minute used of part thereof. N.B. Time and safety are important considerations in tasks 1, 3 and 4. For details please refer to score-sheet for individual tasks
Chainsaws and Power Tools – No chainsaws or angle grinders will be allowed at any stage of the competition. Safety must be adhered to when using other power tools and the appropriate safety gear used with them

Judges

The judges will judge the competition in communication with each other and their decision is final

Results

The aggregate placing system will determine the winner. If there is a tie then the team with the most ‘firsts’ will be the winner. If there is still a tie then total marks will determine the winner

Marking System

Academic Test



= 30

Tractor Teamwork

Loading & Unloading


= 30 up/ 30 down

Safety





= 40

Driving and Reversing


= 40

Teamwork




= 40

Attached & Removing Implements
= 20

Stock Proof Fence/Steel Gate

Wire Tension



= 20

Safety





= 20

Wire Height & Spacing


= 20

Gate





= 30

Joining Wire



= 10

Finish, Appearance & Effectiveness
= 40

Efficiency & Teamwork


= 20

Post Driving

Safety





= 50

Teamwork




= 20

Straightness/accuracy


= 30

Prizewinners’ Trip

Each member of the winning team in the national final will win a place on the National Prizewinners’ trip taking place in the Autumn. This prize will be awarded on a use or lose basis
