SPORTS
GENERAL SPORTS RULES

Eligibility

1. All competitions are club competitions except where otherwise stated

2. If requested, a competitor must produce a current Macra na Feirme membership card
3. A competitor may only compete for the branch to which s/he is affiliated
4. All competitors and substitutes must be 17 years of age or over and under 40 years of age on the day on competition

5. Any team found to have a competitor under the age of 17 or over the specified age for that competition will be automatically disqualified. The Macra na Feirme National Competitions Sub-Committee reserves the right to ask for a birth certificate from any competitor before a competition and failure to produce same by a specified date will result in automatic disqualification

6. A member can only represent one team within the same competition in any on year

7. All previous county winners are eligible to participate in sport competitions
8. All members of national winning teams are ineligible to compete in that competition the following year
Substitution
9. Each substitute must fulfil the same conditions and rules as all other competitions
Transfers
10. For the purpose of competitions, transfer of members from one branch to another is allowed only once during the Macra affiliated year. Students at third level colleges can compete in the county rounds of a particular competition for their home club and their college club provided they are not in the same county. A student cannot represent two clubs in the national round of a competition
11. To transfer from one branch to another a member must have his/her membership transferred by National Office and the written approval of the County/Regional Executive to which the first branch is affiliated
Entry

12. Correctly completed official entry form accompanied by the proper entry fee must be received in National Office on or before the specified closing date for the competition

13. An entry form will only require the team contact name at closing date of competition

14. All team members and affiliated numbers must be submitted to the presiding officer at registration on competition day
15. Entries are not valid unless they are completed, legible and signed by a County/Regional officer, who must state title
16. Submission of an entry form on or before the required closing date to National Office will be regarded as an acceptance of all rules and regulations of the competitors and willingness to observe them or submit to the penalties for breaches of same
17. If there is any technical fault including late arrival, County/Regional Executives have five working days to correct the fault by paying a fine of €60 or be disqualified
18. On receipt of correct entry forms with the proper fee a team is required to represent their county at subsequent rounds. Failure to do this could result in the County/Regional Executive being fined up to €100
19. Entries will not be accepted from counties who have outstanding fines relating to any previous competitions

Sign-In & Late Arrival

20. At sign-in, prior to a competition, each competitor must sign-in personally

21. Teams arriving late for sign-in but within 15 minutes of that time will be penalised as follows:

Indoor Soccer:
One goal for each game played in the Round Robin series

Basketball:
Three points for each game played in the Round Robin series
Volleyball:
Two points per set for each game played in the Round Robin series

Bowling:

5% of the team’s total score

Gaelic football:
One goal for each game in the round robin section

22. Teams arriving more than 15 minutes after the sign-in time will be disqualified
Results

23. Where possible every team taking part in national rounds and finals will be guaranteed a number of games in a Round Robin series
24. Top team(s) in each section of Round Robin series will qualify for play-offs
25. In the event of the Round Robin series not producing an outright winner, score difference will be taken into account. (Score difference is the total of the goals/points scored in each match minus goals/points conceded in each match)
26. If score difference remains inconclusive, teams scoring the highest overall goals/points will determine the group placing
27. In the event of an outright winner failing to emerge after goal difference and overall score calculations teams involved will have a 10-minute play off

Guidelines
28. While guidelines for play are included in the rules section for each competition, these may be altered on the day of the national finals to suit conditions. The referee will be the arbiter as regards rules of play

Objections

29. Any objection arising out of a national round of a competition must be lodged in writing, with a fee of €60, with the committee responsible for organising the competition, within three (3) working days of the competition taking place or of the results being announced

30. Each objecting branch will be offered the opportunity to present their case orally. The objecting branch may be presented by: one county/regional officer and two branch members – officers or team members. Only these people may attend and they will be given a maximum of ten minutes, including questions, to present their case further to their written objection

31. All parties involved in an objection will have the opportunity to speak on their own behalf, thus ensuring that all sides of the arguments are heard, resulting in a fair and just decision being made

32. The €60 will be refunded if the objection is upheld

33. In the case of an appeal (objection), the appeals committee should consist of individuals who were not in way involved in deciding the competition’s result

Insurance
34. Macra Insurance does not cover Personal Injury while participating in the sport competitions. Individual Personal Accident Insurance can be arranged with John O’Keeffe FBD
National Council

35. The National Council of Macra na Feirme reserves the right to alter, cancel, interpret or amend the results of Sports Competitions at any time and without prior notice and their decision is final
